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I ' IO\TST}' ]R SEA SERPENT KII ,LED IN SENECA LAKE

JULY 15,  l c )Oo

T h c  O t e t i a n i ,  a  s i d e  w h e e l  s t e a m b o a t  b e l o n g 1 n g  t o  t h e  S e n c c a  L a k e  S t e a n

Nav lga t lon  gompany,  o f f l cered  by  Capta tn  Car le ton  O.  Herenc leen and P i lo t

Freder ick  Rose,  wa6 be tween Dresden and Wl l1ard  a  few nn inu tes  be fore  7

o f c i o c k  l a s t  e v e n l n g ,  w h e n  P l l o t  R o s e  g a w  a b o u t . 4 O O  y a r d s  a h e a d ,  w h a t  a p p e a r a d

to  h in : to  be  an  over tu rned boat .  He ca1]cd  Capt .  I le rende 'cn  who exan lncd  thc

obJecL w l th  h ls  g lase .  r t  appeared to  be  about .  25  fee t  long ,  w i th  a  very  sharp

bow and }ong nar row Btern .  An ldsh lps  l t  was  nuch broader  and h1-gher  than a t

e l t h e r  e n d .

A  n u m b e r  o f  p a s s e n g e r s  g a t h e r e d  a r o u n d  t h c  p 1 l o t .  h o u s c  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  t h c

supposed boa! .  ,A ,nong then were  Pres ldent  Ma le t . tc  o f  thc  Board  o f  Pub l lc  iVorks '

the  ed i to r  and pub l lsher  o f  thc  Saturday  Rev lew,  ConnLss loner  o f  Put t l i c  Works '

A l b e r t  f ' o w l e r ,  a n d  D . W .  H a l l e n b e c k ,  P o l l c e  C o m m l s s i o n e r G e o r 6 l e  C .  S c h e l 1 ,  F r e d

S .  B r o n s o n ,  m a n a g e r  o f  t h a  G e n a v a  T e l c p h o n e  C o n p a n y ,  
" n d  

C h " r l e s  E '  C o o n ,  a

c o n n e r l c a l  t r a v e l e r  f o r  a  P h l l C d c l p h l e ' h o u e c ,  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h l s  c l - t y r  a n d

pro fessor  George R.  E lwood,  o f  Gue lph ,  Ont . - ,  a  geo log ls t  rho  has  been s tud-y1-ng:

t h e  c o u n t r y  a r o u n d  t h c  l a k c .

V lhcn  Capt .  HerenCeen co6p lc ted ,  h1s  exanr lna t l .on  o f  thc  obJec t ,  the  p i lo t  s18-

na l led  the  eng lneer  to  s low down.  The s teanboat  approached to  w l th ln  100 yards

and prepara t ions  were  nadc  to  lower  a  boat .  As  thc  dav l ts  wcrc  swung ou tward ,

the  supposed up turned boat  tu rned and began to  nove &waf ,o  | tF t t l l  speed aheadr r ,

s h o u t e d  t h e  c a p t a l n .  T h e  o b J e c t  w a s  m o v l n g  s l o w l y  a n d  t h e  s t e a m b o a t  g a i n e d  o n

i t  rap id ly .  The ob jec t  a$a ln  tu rned,  th l -s  t l - rne  toward  the  boat ,  ra is ing  i t s

h e a d ,  l o o k e d  l n  t h e  C i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b o a t ,  a n d  o p e n e d  l t s  n o u t h ,  d i s p l a y l n f

t w o  r o w s  o f  s h a r P ,  w h l t e  t e e t h .

Thc  capta in  sa ld  tha t  he  wou ld  ran  the  c rea ture  w l th  thc  boat  and take  l t

a1 lve ,  l f  poss ib le .  Otherw l -se  he  wou ld  k i l l  l t ,  and  e i ther  take  i t  ahoard  or

t o w  l t  t o  G e n e v a .

The boat  was tunned so  tha t  the  c rea ture  rvou ld  be  approached f ron  the  s l -de .

The deck  was c , rowded w l th  passengera .  These the  capta ln  o rdered an ldsh lps  1n

o r c l e r  t o  a v o i d  a n y  a c c l d e n t ,  s h o u l d  t h c  c r e a t u r e  a t t e m p t  t o  c o n e  a b o a r d  a f t e r

the  a t , tack  wa6 begun.  The cap la ln  caut toncd evenybody to  6e t  a  L t fe  p rcservcr

a n d  k e e p  c o o l ,  b e c a u s e  h e  s a l d  h e  d l d  n o t  k n o w  r h a t  w o u L d  h a p p e n  w h c n  t h e  b o a t

s t r u c k  t h e  r n o n s t e r ,  S o m e  o f  t h e  w o n c n ,  w h o  w e r e  l n  t e a r s r r e t i r e d  t o  t h a  c a b l n

the  o thers  showed as  much ln fe res t  and exc l tennent  ln  the  chase as  the  HCl lo '

T h e  b o a t  f e 1 l  a w a y . $ o m e  d i s t a n c e  a n d  t u r n e d  t o  n a k e  t h e  a t t c n p t  t o  r a m  t h c

c r e a t u r e -  T h e  c a p t a l n  s i g n a l l e d  f u l 1  s p c c d  a h e a d ,  a n d  1 n  a  r n o m e n t  t h e  O t e t l - a n i

was undef  w&.yo

E v e r y  e ) r e  o n  c i e c k  w a s  f l x e d  c l n  t h e  m o n s t e r ' a n d  h a r d l y  a  p e r s o n  w a s  b r e a t h l n F

n o r m a l l y .  g i h i t e  t h e  b o a t  u a s  y e t  s o m c  d i s t a n c e  a w a y  f r o : " n  l t ,  t h e  n o n s t e r  a g a l n
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L o o k c d  a t  t h e  b o a t ,  s a n k  o u t  o f  s l e h t  a n d  t h e  b o a t  p a s s e d  o v e r  t h c  s p o t  w h e r a

L t h a d b e e n . S o m e o f t h e p a g s e n g e r s d e c l d e d t h a t t h e y c o u ] . d 6 e e a d a r k o u t ] . l n e

o f  e  c r e a t u r e t s  b o d y .

T h e  s t e a m b o a t  p r e p a r e d  t o  c o n t l n u e d  h e r  c o u r s e  t o  t h e  c l t y '  t t T h e r e  l t  l s ' r l

sudden ly  exc la l rned one o f  the  women passengera t  who was s tand i -n6  on  the  a f te r

d c c k .  T h e  r t h l n g t  h a d  c o m e  u p .  T h e  p a s s e n g e r s t  w l t h  t h e  c a p t a l n  i n  a d v a n c e t

ran  to  the  s rern  o f  the  vesse l  and w l th ln  f l f t y  yarde  the  1-on6r11the  body  o f  the

monstc r  was  ly lng  on  the  sur face  prac t , l ca l l y  the  sanc  pos l t lon  as  when d iscovered

Thc capta ln  o rdered the  boat  pu t  about  and the  a t tebk  uras  renewed '  rns tead o f

t ry lnS tO s t r i ke  the  c rea ture  fu t l  in  the  s ider thc  boat  u tes  nencuvered so  tha t

the  s ta rboard  padd le  whee l  wou ld  s t r l ke  l t  about  rn ldway be twecn the  hcad and ta l r '

T h e  b o a t  r v e n t  a h r . a d  u n d e r  f u l l .  s t e a r n ,  t h e  m o n s t e r  p a l d  n o  a t t e n t t o n  t o  1 t ,  a n d

t h e  t h u d  w h i c h  a l l  h e a r d  a n d  f e l t ,  t h e  s t e a m l r g a ' t  s t r u c k  t h e  s p o t '

T h e  f o r c e  o f  i m p a c t  t h r e w  e v e r y o n e  o f f  h l s  f e e t ,  a n d  t h c  v e s s e l  c a r e e n e d  v l o l -

e n t l y  t o  p o r t ,  b u t  c l u i c k l y  r l g h t e d .  F o r  a n  t n s t a n t ,  e v e r y b o d y  w o n d e r e d  w h a t

w . u l d  h a p p e n  n e x t .  T h e r e  w a s  n o t  a  s o u n d  o n  b o a r d  e x c e p t  t h e  e n 8 t n e '  T h e n  t h e ' m e n

o n  b o a r d  c h e e r e d  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  n o r c ' t l m l d  o f  t h e  w o m e n  r e c o v e r e d  f r o r n  t h e l r

f r i -gh t  and screarned-

L y l n 6  c l o s e  b e s l d e  t h e  s t e a n e r ,  w l t h  a  g a p l n g  w o u n d  1 n  l t s  s l d e t  w a B  t h e  r n o n s t e r '

I t  .a ised  i t s  headr  gave what  sounded l - l ke  a  SaaPr  and lay  qu le t '  f t s  sp lna l

c o - - r n r t  h a d ' b e e n  b r o k e n  a n d  i t  w a s  d e a d '

T h e  l i f e  b o a t s  w e r e  q u l c k l y  l o w e r e d  a n d  r o r v e d  t o  l t s  s l d c  a n d  w l t h  t h e  a l d  o f

b o a t h o o k s r r o p e s w e r e p l a c e d a r o u n d t h e c a r c a s s ' o t h e r r o p e a w h l c h w c r a f a s t e n e d

o n b o a r d t h e s t e a n e r w e r e t h e n p a s s e d u p a n d a t t a c h e d l n t h e i m p r o v i s e d u w l n g s .

A 1 1  h e l p e d  t O  h a u l  t h e  m o n s t e r  i n .  T h e  c a r c a s a  w a s  c l e a r  o f  t h e  w a t e r  w h e n  t h e  i

r o p e n e a r t h e t a i l s l i p p e d o f f r a n d t h e t a l l r t r o p p e d l n t O t h c v r a t e r ' T h e w e l g h t

on  the  o ther  rope then becane 60  grea t  tha t  i t  began to  s I lp  th rough the  hands

o f  t h o s e  h o J - d i n g  i t .  T h e y  W e r e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  l e t  g o  o r  g o  o v e r b o a r d '  A B  s o o n  a B

t h e  b o d y  s t r u c k  t h e  v ; a t e r  l t  b e g a n  t o  s l n k  a . n c l  d t s a p p e a r e d .

A t t h a t p o i n t w h e r e t h e c a r c a s s w . e ' s } o s t t h e l a k e t s o v e r s l x h r r n d r e d f e e t d e e p '

a n d  a s  i s  w e l l  k n o w n ,  b o d l e s  o f  p e r s o n s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  d r r r n c d  1 n  t h a t  o a r t ' o f

t h e  L a k e  n e v e r  a g a i n  r i s e  l r  a r e  r e c o v c r e d '

v J h e n  t h e  s t e a n e r  a r r i v e d  i n  t h l s  c l t y  s h o r t l y  h e f 0 r e  m l d n t g h t  t h e  s t o r t e s  o f

the  monster  u ;e re  about  the  saus  .  f ' he  rnos t  care fu l  and perhaps  most  t r t rs twor thy

a c c o u n t  v / a . s  g i v e n  b y  t h e  g ; e o l o g l s t ,  P r o f .  G e o r g e  R . E l w o o d ,  w h o  w a s  l n  o n e  o f

t h e l i f e b o a t s t h a t m a d e a r o p e f a s t a r o u n d t h e c a r c a 6 a .

i l D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  a .  c l i d i a s t e s  l s ? i l ,  t h e  p r o f e s s o r  a s k e d  t h  R o c h e s t e r  i l r r o l d

r L  -  J f t e f .

"WeI l ,  t ha t  i s  exac t l y  wha t  t he  c rea tu re

abou t  twen ty - f l ve  fee t  l ong ,  w l th  a  l ong

f i ve  fee t  o f  t he  end ,  when  i t  b roadcncd

we saw last  n lght  feemed to be '  f t  waa

ta l1 which tapered unt l - I  wt th in  about

out  and and looked much l i -ke a whale '
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T h e c r e a t u r e v l e i 6 h e d a b o u t o n e t h o u s a n d p o u n d s . I t s h e a d w a s p e r h a p s f o u r

l o n g , a n d t r l a n g u l a r l . n e h a p e . I t s m o u t h w a a v e r y l - o n S a n d a r n g d * w l t h t w o :

o f t r i a n g u l a r w h l t e t e e t h , a s s h a r p , a s t h o s e o f a s h a r k , b u t l n t h c s h a p e

n o r e l i k e t h o s e o f a s p . e r n w h a l e . I t s b o d y . w a a c o v e r e d w l t h a h o r n y s u b s t a

w h 1 c h l { a s a s m u c h } l k e t h e c a r a p a c e o f a t e r r a p i . n a s a n y t h l n g e l s e o f w h l c

k n o w . T h t s h o r n y s u b a t a n c e T , a s b r o w n l . n c o l o r a n d o f a g r e e n t s h t l n g a . T h e

b e l l y o f t h e c r e a t u r e w h l c h l s a w a f t e r t h e r o p e : ' 1 n n : : a n d t h e c a r c a s a

g o i n g d o w n l W s s c r e a m w h l t . e . f t s e y e a v J e r e r o u n d l l k e t h o s e o f a f l s h a n d

d id  no t  b l ihk '

Herald (JuIY 19OO)
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Seneca's 
'Sea Serpent'

A "Monster Sea SerPent" in

Seneca Lake made the headlines a

century ago. A disPatch from
Watkins to the SundaY Tidings
(Aug. 25, 1883) declared that lake

dwellers had been hearing "a series

of short, sharp barks, ending in a

half howl, half moan" that seemed

to codle from the lake surface after

d u s k . r
Some "bolder spirits" tried to

locate the sound which, night after

night, created a superstitious fear

among many. After several at-

tempts i t  was given uP as a

"hopeless mystery." But the con-
jectures as to what it might be

"were kept religiouslY awaY from

foreigners for fear that anY such

story getting abroad might give the

lake and town the unsavory rep-

utation of being haunted and keeP

many away who would otherwise
visit us."

Enter two sportsmen fishing for
pickerel and perch on the east shore

near "Painted Rocks." As twilight

decended, they heard sharP barks

and dismal groans.
"Dropping their fishing tackle

with blood fairly stagnated and

hair standing on end, theY looked

towards the west shore of the lake

and in the dim light a few rods from

them saw what for a moment
paralyzed them with fright - a

huge misshapen head closelY re-

sembling that of a man's, with long,

coarse hair streaming out behind

and short stubby beard, a nose like

an eagle's beak, under which was a

mouth of wonderful dimensions
from which two ugly looking tusks

protruded over the lower lip. Aside

irom the head only the shoulders
could be seen, which were mam-

moth and apparentlY covered with
hair. All this was taken in at a
glance, for as soon as theY got their

breath one of the fishermen cut the

anchor rope . . ." TheY reached

shore and scrambled uP the Indian
pathway, leaving "fiftY or sixtY
pounds of fine fish" in their boat.

Both reached town in a verY short

time and the story swePt Watkins.

Next morning parties went to the

scene to get the effects of the

fishermen and the boat which

belonged to the fleet of Commodore
William J. Beckwith II. The boat

was found stranded on the beach

with the remains of the fish, which

showed that the monster had

gorged himself uPon them and

sett led the quest ion of his

mortality. . ."
The article continued:
"It is now supposed to be some

huge sea monster, who has found

his way into the lake through some

of its submarine passages, and is

either contented here or has for-
gotten his way out . . . ."

Mr. Michener of the Glen offered

$1,000 for the capture and deliverY

of the monster. He wanted to Put
a ring in the nose of the strange

critter and fasten him to a stake in

the miniature lake of the Glen

Mountain House.


