by John Creamer, MLS
for the Chronicle-Express

Editor’s Note: This is the firsting
three part seriesof a paper writin by
fotor Creamer, MLS, the referetice
librarign at the Penn Yan Public Li-
brary. It details local ties with the
Spanish-Anterican War.

History, it's been said, doesn't
exactly repeat itseif. It just reuses
themes. i {teld you thatthisstory
would include an Amierican
battleship that was destroyed ina
faraway hasbor, and thereby
started a war, you might think of
the LISS Arizdmy at Pear] Harbor,
Iflmentioned an unpogilarSouth
Pacific war against seif-declared
freedom fighters thatdragged on
. for years and cost many Ameri-

can lives, youmight think of Viet-
nam. If [ mentioned Corregidor
and Bataan you might think of
the Death March and the desper-
ate battles against the Japanese in
1942, But history has used these
themes before, just one hundred
years ago.

What we remember of history
often centers around a date or
event. We remember where we
were on December 7, 1941 or No-
vember 22, 1863, We remember
the first sputnik, the first Space
flight, the first moon landing. We
remembera stock market crash or
a4 Woodstock. But there's always
more than we can remember.
Some say that's why history re-
uses those themes.

February 15, 1898 isa datenow
largely forgotten, and practically
out of living memory. But it was
animpormntdate nonethelegs, for
what's now being cailed the
Amnerican Centy ¢ began that
day, at exactly 9:48 parn. Fagtern
Standard Time. . wil®
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white battleship was a p
ance to Americans and Cj
and a challenge to the S

Private Bill took a’lo
on deck to postpone re

iBis steaming hammock below:
Vil conditioning
the Maine was e 15 Jas

.. dutiful individual who would 8.
- execute his duty fo the u trmost. By: .
- today's standards his actionsmiay :
.seem rather ridiculoushy

“Nere Was.no air
first US Navy vessel to havizg
tric lights. It was just as-w
Bill that he dawdled, for gt
actly 9:40p.m.he anda num
others, 0n board the Main

elsewherearound theharbor, saw

a sheet:of orange flame envelop
the boweof the battieship. The ex-

plosion-that followed was 50 4rgs

mendous that an eyewitness o

another ship said that the Myine

was lifted nearly out of the water
by ifs force.

An orderly, among other
things, isexpected to convey rnes-
sages. in the aftermath of the ex-

. Plosion, Private Bill realized that
-he had to

get a message to Caj
tain Sigsbee. He ran to the

captain's cabin in the dark (unli'ke'.
.those of the Titanic
Nlater, :

A few years
e Maine's electric light
went ot forever with the explo-
sion). The captain, not unaware
that something had happened to
the ship (he said later that he
thought they were being fired

© upon by nearby Spanish guns),
- emerged from his cabin just as

Private Bill arrived. In the dark.
ness, the two men colliced. Cap-
tain Sigsbee, a frail, elderly man,
must have come off the worse:
Bill Anthony was over 6 feet tall
and weighed 200 pounds.
Private Bill backed off, apolo-
gized, saluted, and spoke the
words that would put him into
the bistory books, Sie, he said as
the water swiried

their

dicates thegi

Private Bill was just the sort ok .

Super
uogus, but in those more sirait-
laced late-Victorian times, his e
votion to duty would rrabe 5

the idol of millions,

many of the wournd
the:. nixt few daysg erhang
easterto say that only 16 werg

uninjured. Privage Bili
cogntackamong themy, des pite the

- fact that he received splinters in

his face and through his hand
from a lifeboat that disintegrated
in the expiosion. Despite his inju-
ries, Bill climbed into one of the
remaining beats and rowed
around the ship in a hail of shrap-
nel and exploding ammunitian,
looking for floating survivors.
There weren't many.
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ewnngw rem‘uur%&; b b
oppessively warmeand humid,
at least if you were in Havana,
Cuba. And that's where Bill An-

thony fourd hirnselfjustthen. An- -

thony was 44 years old and had
peenyin the service for 28 years -
mostly in the Army, and now-a
privafe in the Marines. When 1
begar to ressarch Bill Antheny's
story it struck mesas odd that he

0 Butitwitspointed
st 1 e that i those days pro-

tain Charles Sigsbee of the &
Maine; thefirststeel-hulledbattie
ship ever built forthe United
States MNavy.

During the Civil-Wat the
American Navy wasprobably the:

world's most innovative. 1t ex-
perimentedwizh_rneta%?hulls,with

gunsinrevolving turréts and withs

mastless vessels propelied by
steam engines. Bugafter 1865 the
Navy feil into a Jong and ungt-

ivate after gp many -
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ductive sleep. It began o wa‘&ergg';;,jjf

ir: the 18805 as a series of awk-"w

ward intidents convinced the
govemmenttha%%strm@gefﬁavy
was nécessary. A good exarapie
occurred in 1891, when § u

roached the brink of War withi:
Chilé, but had to back dows be-

cause it was feareg thad
. eansavy would sily overcome

- ours. .

he US Navy stirred btk to
life with ships like the Maine.
t aunched in 1889 and comimis-

? _sioned in 1895 (everything moved

L

§lower in those days, it seems),
the Maine measurad 3244zetlong,
weighied 6700 tons, was mannsd
by a crew of 328, and carried four
tmposing 10" bore guns-in two
reovobcids fursets L ’
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- “The Mafie was intavang har-
p_or_tbabweiteringvnightonwhat
is chagriingly - then and new -

- called a goodwill visit. Tensions

befween the US and Spain had
been mountisg for devades.
Americans were disgusted and

im?ati@rsz*ﬁgg%@wi‘iﬂs‘émm

* ish Empige's “upiBiling opprés--
sions of the hag i%s%@h P

ighan@of Cuba Spaniardswished
the Americans would mind their

own bugiress. It Has. o be-said :
thattherewdsacertain afnountof -
profit motive. in that Arhgridan
impatience. But it also hag Wbe
said that Cuba, thén as aow, was '
& inere 90.imiles away, and-that -
Spain's ‘taptics weren't fua to

~watch. Withgutgoing into détails,

Jets' just say that scorched earth

tactics and concentration camps

aren't 20th century inventions

{they aren't Spanish inventions;

either). : .

~ And so in January 1898 the .
Maine was sentto Havanatoshow

the flag and to protect American

. citizens and interdsts. The impos-
' ing presence-of the gleaming’
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Therewere investigations, one
by the Americans and sther by
the Spanish. Needigss tosay, they
reached oppositeconclusions. The
Americans dgcided that the ship
had been deliberately blown up
by a mine or some other external
cause. The Spanisix felt that the.
ship had biown up froman inter-
nal cause: spontaneous combus-
tion of coal or gunpowsier, or per-
haps_those newfangled electric
tights, President William
MeKinley :
able diplomatic skills to the ut-
most to avoid going to war. The
fiery Theodore Roosevelt, soonto
distinguish himself in Cuba, de-
clared that McKinley had "no
more backbone that a chocolate
eclair.” McKinjey, the last Civil
War veteran to occupy the White
House, said simply, ‘T have been
sy war. | have seen bodies piled
ap, T don't want (o see another.”

MeKinley's diplomatigefforts

werer't enough, though, andwar
was declared in April. And what
an odd war it was. The US Army
wore its Civil War-gra blue wool
uniforms for the last time and
carried rifles whose black pow-
der cartridges produced clouds
of smoke apon firing, thereby
making them better targets for
thetiopic-uniformed Spanishsol-
diers using modern, clip-fed,
smoketess powder firing Mauser
rifles. Former Confederates pep-
pered the thinly spread USofticer
corps. Perhaps the most flamboy-
ant was the apily nicknamed
Brigadier General Joseph "Fight-
ing Joe" Wheeler, who looked the
part of a Confederate with his
long white beard and floppy hat.
ioe, like the Army, hadn'theen to
war for over thirty years, and at
one point when the Spanish ré-
teeated he waved his hat.and
yelied, "C'mon boys - we've got
the d-n Yankees on the ranl]

(i)

e

exerted higsconsider- -

board withtho

“Florida. Probably just as well,
though: on Borse k they
would'yé been all the Bette
“gets fuf those Mauser bullets,
whose high-velocity.zing echoed
through thesightrrases of ygter-
s for years thereafter. o
The war, in fact, was decided
bytwo nava) batttes. Commodore

“Ceorge Dewey and his tiny fleet

sailed into Manila Bay in the Phil-
ippines in Mag. 1898-,_%2:31:@ si-
jent Spassish forts on Cerregidor
and Bataan that would not have
their moments %i:sm}? for an-
other 44 years. Onice inside. the
bay, Dewey found the decrepit
Spanish fleet clustered at anchor
in shalloswwatet. That was the

Spandish comnmander’s choive: hig

said later that he wanted to give
his sailorsthe bestpossiblechance

to eseape when their vesselywere .

sunk. Note hgg use of the word

%hel}’_i:;}naﬁﬁﬁéless A e"ﬁi@ed
battle lasting a couple of bdurs

arel looking more Like a target
practice, the Americans utterly
destroyed the Spanish fleet and
inflicted numerous casualties
while sustaining no ship logses
and no fasalities of theirowm.
The decisive battie of the-wat,
though, was. probably the one

fought a&ﬁamﬁ% ay; on the
soa%: share of Cu a??f%pani@h
fieet under Admiral Pasqudl
Cervera had madédls way across
the Atiantic in May (andin the
process, terrified the Eastern sea-
whts of naval
bombaedment} a Phad holed up
in. the magnificently protected

- harbor. Theywerediscovered and

blockaded by an Americatt fleet
under Admiral William 9.

Sampson ,%nam&gake for the:
AT

Worid Wa Navalhase on Sen-
eca Lake). On Sunday, July 3, af-
ter a blockade of five weeks dura-
tion, a jookouton the battleship
town sighted columns of black
smoke rising from inside thehar-
bor (the harbey enfrance was
screémdfmmdireetyiewbydiff&
and a twisting, curving channel).
Undey presgure from the US
Armpy, the city of Saifiiago ‘was

about to surrgnder; and Cervera::

~rrivnanct to oive h:’dﬁ?g e

had recetved erdiers fw_{nhishigh

What little anyone knows 4p-
Wi

day of the Spanish-American¥ya
usually centers around T ;
Roosevelt and his Rough

going up San Juan Hill Actually

they didn't

go up San Juan Hill,

and they didr'trideataliin Cuba:
their horses got left behind in

“Kirierican flest. 1N COMAMNS v

smoke began to g’
harborentrance.|
was coming out.

An eyewitness £ the

vessels wrote dater of




Wednesday, December 16, 1098

Anthony Rd

Continued from page 144
in flarnes asitfis \

thoseat Manila Bay: total destruc-
tion of the Spanish fleet, with
heavy cabuaities. No Asserican
ships were lost or even signifi-
cantly damaged. There was one
Anvfivdn fatality. Amid sl the
catrige thete were a few hurhan
turehes. The captain of the baitle-
ship Tegas, hearing his sailofiex-
ulting over another hit, admon-
ished them: "Don't cheer, boys.
The devils are dying. " Ad-
milralCerverasurvived thebattle.
Brought aboard the gunboat
Gloucester, he had no idea what to
expect. He climbed the gangway
and came face to face with, of ail
people, Lieutenant Richard Wain-
wright, once the executive officer
of thedoomed Mairne. Wainwright

shook his hand, congratulated

him for a battle well fought, and
invited him to lunch.

One Spanish vessel nearly es-
caped. Faster and in better condi-
tion than the others, it staged a

Tace with the battleship Oregon,

the fastest of the Arserican ves

doggedly chased the Spy

its captain realized that the race §

was lost. He ordered the ship

beachedand its flag hauleddown.

i one of those vddcolicilences

thatmake histo d-
ing,ithappeneg 45
cruiser Cristofore ;

for the man whose explofations
helped start the Spanish Ermpire
in the Western Hoemisphere, And

ik il theie "}'%'-
colors. The sésnlts weregimilarts -

sels. For a solid hour the Oregon

when the Colombo s colors came
downy, i marked the disappeat :

anceof thered-and-gold flag from

this part of the world after 400 !

yeats of empire,
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%%om outthe

¥ Ezz in the
thor for years
an govern-
ment balked at fund ing any sal-
vage efforts, contencling that an
American vessel should be re-
Mmoved-with American money.
Finally in 1911, Congress appro-
priated enough to enable the
ArmyCo i i

water - & consider-
able engineering achievement for
stigation of the ex-
plosion. Notsurprisingly, the 1911
American investigation reached
the same conclusion as the 1898
ricaninvestigation. After the
removal of triore remains and
mementoes, the wreck was re-
floated, towed out 10 deep water
and sunk for the last time. What
blew up the Maine wiil probably
never be known for sure.
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 fiags wentup, allof them the Stars

and Stripes. The UnitediStates ac-
quired Cuba, Puerte Rico, and
some other scattered possessions
{ircluding Guam, whose Spanish
¢ontingent - unaware war had
been declared - mdistook the
Navy's ardment for a sa-

lute, and rosved out & apologize
In

vdollars

wrican rule, hes] '
acquiring the Phillippifies. He
worried that theywould lead the
US intp war with Japan, In any
event, $hwe United States was out
on the world stage, and aeentury
later we're stil out there, " - -
The wreck of the Maine, uniitke
that of the honored Arizong at

e
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by John Creamey,
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Apparently the US govern-
ment had an unofficial "man in

Favana® in 1898, an American,

businessman with mapy Cobary
and Spanish contacts. In early
February this man came to the
American consul in Havanawith
a remarkable story. One of hi
contacts, a Spanish officer,
just come to see him and
agitatedly had confessed that

there was a plan to blow up the
Maine, The Spaniard realized thast:
it could cost his life ifhis treach- -

ery became ks, Bt Re could
notingoodeonsciencelet the plan
goforward. The Americancansul
started the wheels turning, but
they turned too slowly and 9:40
p.an. on Februdry 15 came 90
50T, -
if there was a plot to destroy
the Maine, why has a century
passed withoutany acknowledg-
ment of that plot by the partici-
pants? Once again an interesting
theory is offered. If the conspira-
tors were Cuban ot Spanish, they
were also almost certainly Catho-
tic. Not ondy is it a modern-day
phenomenon for terrorists to pub-
licly clabm credit for their actions,
but alse those long-ago Catholic
jerrorists undoubtediy cordessed
their actions to a priesti The
priest's vows bound him 10 sl-
ience, and so he would jong since
have taken the knowledge of the
plot with hitn t¢ the grave. Inter-

esting, Maybe even true. Makes a : _
7 would have attracted onlyfavor-

good story, anyway.

We left Bill Anhoriy - remem-

ber Bill Anthony? - rowing des-
perately around the flaming
wreck of the Maine. For the 0bvi-
ous tack of a ship to serve on, Bill
was transferred to guard duty at
the Brooklyn Navy Yard and inci-
dentally was promoted to Ser-
geant Major - the highest enlistec
rank in the Masing Corps - for his
outstanding service dgré.g}% the
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“pipeline. He ha
“the Marine Corp

<. Suddenty ther
$ished in a por

fa. Anciigie

Having just recently
withiessed the war ifself, the pub-
lic was not interested in reenact-
ments. Bill wasnow out of work
and really had

short of thirty years’ service,
which wegld have meant a tidy

$B0/montiipen

he might B2 sent to the
Phillippines, where the bioody

Insurrection was now in full

swing, Coughtbetwesn theneeds
gfa family and the apparent in-
shility to meet those needs, Bill
became desperate. For a while in

quite a change

. somesiiewhohad beenacclaimed
a5 a war hero hardly more than a

¢ould rustle up any gain-

fulemployment. Unwilting topull
any strings or even mention-his.
plight, and frankly fackingznuch

of anything ity the way of market-

able skiils, Bill had no success,
{xa chilly November 24, 1898,

two potice officers patrofting Cen-

- - tral Park noticed a man sitting on
‘“gne of the benches and. acting
rather strangely. Now this alone
would be allinaday’s work fora

cop in Centpal park. But the
bench's occugint-was a tall, dis-
tinguished-looking man with a

not for his agitated behavior he

: itle, uncorked it,
and-swallowed the contents at &
guip, The police moved in.-Ths

a little glass

man struggled with them, -
testing that he didn't want 36 be
saved. And despite thes hist ef-

forts of all wolved, he wasn't.
#le died within_the hour of an

EXTR2N%CT R ¥ TEN
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ension. Andhe was |
reluctant to reenlist for fear that

ar rvustache; and were it

WeRPeC € R CeCimE|fOYRTY  AVD pic bt At

rot its nime

away his 1€
duties and puthir
in which he
skills

remarka
these werg 500
quarters,

#1f} Anthony ha
scendants who <o
ship. In i@ meantime
Anthony hadgagved

ANTHaM o

Lthony

©

old battleship Muine. And whenit

I, was commissiened, the Anthony
. saw service ~ as Theodore

Roosevelthad feared decades be-
fore - fighting the Japanese in the
Philippines.

But some never forget at all.
Wittiam Anthony funior, who of
course never even knew his fa-
ther, nonetheless kept over his
desk, for as far back as his daugh-
ters could remember, a picture of

the ill-fated battleship Maine.
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“tion to duty brotght him the pro-
verbial ffteen minntes of fame,
ard it brought a number of new

pusmblhges his way as well.
Undoubtedlyieoking to cash
Hon hisfeme, a %ﬁ}ﬁp of promaot-
s appoached Bill to persuade
him to take a part in their play
aboutthﬂzecentl :

“The Rett, White, and Blue." The
promise of cash far beyond a ser-

failing eye51ght convmced Bilito
join the troupe. His part, suchasit
was, was not particularly de-
manding. It consisted entirefy of
Bill appearing on stage in'his uni-
form, wavinga flag, andirtoning

"Remember the Maine!” ’ii%te
naibn's migst famous

major, tall and imposing With his

uniform and his handlebar mus-
tache, brougghit thunderaisdhaers
from the audiences,

Another possibility came Bills'
way, this one more modest but -
as it tirned out - more substantial
than the play. It was a letter from
a young lady, oddly enough a
native of a tiny county in upstate

New.¥ork's Finger Lakes, simply
aski r Bills sutograph. Now
by e B thony had re-

ceiveda greatmany letters asking
- for hig: autograph, but Adella
Blance#s Zetté%* sommehow stood
out from the rest. He wrote back
at some Iength.

Williat funiof-sas bom in Iuiy
18499,

[t would be pleasant to be able
toend Bl Anthuny 5’5 5tory here,
ashesnioyed
farmé, and a

luded war,

VTR LA L3 gwmm« [N A & 5 §>}/
then his identity had been estab-
lished, fo the shiock of all who
tearned of the incident,

A recend apticle In Smithsonian
mgé@m@i@&%ﬁm&o "the
gt casualty”, ang that
ibé B off the murk. As
the shtp itself, the cause of
may neser he

this tHat whﬂe the destruction of
the Maine brought new opportu-
-and respors

ms it &@ '

.
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Junior had grown up there, mar-

ried, and was a succsssful farmer,
vineyardist, and supervisor of the
town of Terrey, where he resided
on tha road that st bears his last
name. Healsohad had twodaugh-

ters, who in December 1942
sklppeci some school at Penn Yan
Academy w0 go up o the Bath
Iron Works in Mame to christen
the USS Anthony, a destrover
named for their grandfather. In-

terestingly, the Anihony, at 372@
(Y,

footin length, was iarger than th




