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As of yesterday (3/3/94), the Wildlife Pathology Unit has
received 624 birds .in conjunction with the duck plague (DVE) .
outbreak in the Finger Lakes. The majority (529) were diagnosed as
having the virus, but other causes of mertality were found. The
following table is a summary of the cause of death of the variocus
species of waterfowl.

Black Duck 462 DVE

unknown

pneunonia

chronic aspergillosis

DVE

trauma

suspsct lead poisening.
chrenic aspergillesis
unknoewn

DVE

undiagnosed as yet

lead poiscning (lead shot)
aspargillosis

DVE
unknown

lead poiseoning (sinkers/lures)
unknown

lead poisoning (sinker/lure)
unknewn (£ishing line in
gizzard, but no lead)
drowned (many zebra mussels
present in A.C.) :
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Canada Goose

Hybrids (Black-Mallard)

Redheads
Goldeneye

Ringneck
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Buffleahead
Great Blue Heron

blunt impact trauma "

starvation

pneunonia and poss. predation
starvation
unknown

Greater Scaup
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03/22/94 12:42 607 869 1362 SENECA - DEH ool

TO: SENECA LAKE PURE WATERS ASSOCIATION MARCH 22, 1994
'FROM: THOMAS ENROTH

ATTN: MARY RUTH SWEET

DURING THE SATURDAY BOARD MEETING YOU MENTIONED THAT PRIOR TO THE
LAST BIG SNOW STORM, THE ESTIMATE OF WATER IN THE SNOW WAS ONLY 2"
OVER THE ENTIRE WATERSHED. I KNEW THIS WAS LOW AND DID SOME
"BACKYARD SCIENCE" TO SEE WHAT WAS OUT THERE. FOR YOUR INFORMATION,
I DID SOME ANALYSIS ON THE SNOW COVER ON SOUTH HILL ROAD AROUND MY
PROPERTY. AT THIS TIME I HAVE ONLY A FEW DATA POINT SAMPLES (RAN
OUT OF BUCKETS TO MELT THE SNOW IN).

FROM THE CORES I MELTED DOWN, THIS IS WHAT I MEASURED:

SNOW DEPTH WATER YIELD COMMENTS

14" 4,35" in bare field

21" g.o0" average snow depth
24" 8.35" average snow depth
36" drift 13,30" bottom 6" solid ice

IN THE HIGHER ELEVATIONS, THE DEPTH OF SNOW IS ABOUT 2 FEET DEEP,
THE FIELDS MAY HAVE LESS DUE TO WIND EFFECTS. THE NORTH AND SOUTH
SIDES OF ALL HEDGEROWS HAVE ANYWHERE FROM 8 TO 12 FEET OF SNOW
DEPTH WITH A WIDTH OF THESE DRIFTS APPROXIMATELY 25 FEET WIDE!

WHAT THIS ALL MEANS IS THAT SHOULD A SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT OF
RAIN/WARM WEATHER OCCUR OVER A SHORT PERIOD OF TIME, WE WILL HAVE
A SIGNIFICANT RUNOFF EVENT. (THIS IS NOT ANYTHING YOU DON’T ALREADY
KNOW) I AM UNABLE TO FORECAST THE TOTAL RUNOFF FROM JUST A FEW DATA
POINTS IN MY YARD OF COURSE, BUT THERE IS A LARGE VOLUME OF WATER
HELD UP IN THE SNOW. X VIEW THIS AS A DELAYED PRECIPITATION EVENT,
AND HOPE THAT THE SEASON WILL SLOWLY WARM UP SO THAT THE WATER
EQUIVALENT OF THE SNOW WILL MELT DOWN FOR WEEKS. MAYBE SOMEDAY WE
WILL HAVE A NETWORK OF STATIONS OUT THERE TO COLLECT DATA FOR
FORECASTING LAKE LEVELS FROM RUNOFF.

THAT’S ALL FOR NOW,
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